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The Government of Canada legalized
th
recreational cannabis on October 17 , 2018
under the Cannabis Act, Bill C-45. This
initiative directly responds to the 2016
Federal Government Task Force report on
Cannabis Legalization and Regulation calling
for more research in the area of cannabis
implications.
Up until now cannabis has played an
important, but hidden role in the socioeconomic fabric of southern rural regions of
British Columbia. As B.C. rural areas prepare
to address the incoming act, there is a
recognized challenge posed by the lack of
available best practices resulting from the
sector’s newly legalized status. There is both
a need to understand social implications
related to cannabis legalization, and a desire
to advance economic opportunities of this
emerging industry. This project explores the
socio-economic impacts, focusing on the
challenges and opportunities that will
accompany legalization.
This research will be conducted as a case
study in the Kootenay Region of B.C. using a
mixed methods approach, including key
informant interviews.

The Kootenay region consists of three
regional districts: Central Kootenay, East
Kootenay, and Kootenay Boundary, with a
regional population totalling 151,385. The
region’s economy is influenced by natural
resources and a strong service industry, as
well a locally known illicit cannabis sector.
The Kootenay region is not unique from
other rural areas in BC: thousands of
clandestine micro-growers have been
fuelling small town B.C. economies for
decades.
The goal of this project is to understand
how the Kootenay region can effectively
transition to the new rural cannabis
economy.
Objectives of this initiative include: 1)
Understand
who
the
legalization
stakeholders are and how they engage in
decision making; and 2) Understand how
stakeholders
are
interacting
and
responding to this policy change.
Updates can be found on the project
website:
https:
//ruralbclegalizationstudy.wordpress.com/

https://ruralbclegalizationstudy.wordpress.com/

